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JBS CERTIFICATION MARK PROGRAMME 

 

The general policies of the JBS Certification Mark Programme are as follows: 

 

- The JBS provides certification services for manufacturers participating in the programme 
and licensed to use the gazetted JBS Certification Marks to indicate conformity with 
Jamaican Standards. 

- Where feasible, programmes will be developed to meet special requirements of the 
submittor. 

- JBS certification is provided in the interest of maintaining agreed-upon standard 
requirements.  Where applicable, certification may form the basis for acceptance by 
inspection authorities responsible for enforcement of regulations. 

- In performing its functions in accordance with its policies, JBS does not assume or 
undertake to discharge any responsibility of the manufacturer or any other party. 

Participants in the programme should note that in the event of failure to resolve an issue arising 
from interpretation of requirements, there is a formal appeal procedure. 

Further information concerning the details of JBS Certification Mark Programme may be obtained 
from the Jamaica Bureau of Standards, 6 Winchester Road, Kingston 10. 
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Certification of Agricultural Produce Jamaica-Made Mark 
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Foreword 
 
This Code of Practice is designed to ensure the quality of bamboo craft items, assist in preserving 
the traditional craft industry and assist the viability of the artisans. 
 
This standard is voluntary. 
 
Committee representation  
                                                                  
 

 

Related Documents 
 
This standard makes reference to the following: 
 
JCP CRCP 7: 2010 Jamaican Code of Practice for the Manufacture of wooden craft items 
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Jamaican Standard Code of Practice for Manufacture of 
bamboo craft items 
  

1 Scope 
 

This Code of Practice establishes the minimum requirements for the manufacture and production 
of bamboo craft items.  

The Code of Practice may be applied to all craft items made from timber or non-timber forestry 
products (NTFP) in the manufacturing stage or at the point of sale to retailers and end consumers. 
It focuses on work made by individual craftspersons by hand. However, to improve efficiency and 
production, some craftspersons and manufacturers may employ tools, technology and other 
expertise to their best advantage. 

This Code of Practice does not apply to production techniques used solely for high volume 
output if such techniques: 

a) do not add to the overall quality and design; and 

b) are not performed with the skill and craftsmanship required. 

 

2 Terms and definitions 
              
For the purposes of this standard the following definitions apply: 
 
2.1 
adhesive 
chemical material used to hold pieces together 

NOTE Types of adhesives by main chemical constituents are: phenolic, amino-plastic gap-filling or close 
contact of at least the moisture resistant type, polyvinyl acetate, urea formaldehyde and urethane. 

 

2.2 
bamboo craft item 
item consisting mainly of wood and fundamentally transformed by a craftsperson, resulting in 
finished work that demonstrates technical fluency, integrity of intent and a spirited sense of 
personal vision 

NOTE The end product should not be dominated or limited by a machine's capability. However the work 
is produced, it must speak to the individual craftsperson’s creative spirit. 

 

2.3 
boxed heart 
heart enclosed within the four surfaces of a hewn or sawn timber through its entire length and 
reasonably well centred at both ends 

 

2.4 
check 
fissure or crack along the grain of timber but which does not pass through one face to the 
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opposite or an adjacent one 

 

2.5 
craftsmanship 
technical skills involved in carving, shaping, joinery, sculpting, painting and finishing techniques 
and their execution 

 

2.6 
craftsperson 
person, individual, partnership corporation, society or association who employs artistic skills to 
create and make items from materials of wood and other complementary materials 

 

2.7 
defect 
any irregularity occurring in or on the timber resulting in the reduction of its quality 

 

2.8 
glue spot 
glue that remains in the grain of the surface of wood due to improper clean-up practices 

 

2.9 
glue squeeze out 
excess glue from the joints after wood parts are assembled 

 

2.10 
grain 
general direction or arrangement of the fibres in the wood 

 

2.11 
hardwood 
timber of broad-leafed tree species 

NOTE The fine structure (fibres and vessels) of hardwood is different to that of softwoods (tracheids). 

 

2.12 
knot 
portion of branches embedded in the wood 

 

2.13 
joinery 
technique by which pieces of wood are connected, attached or joined together 

EXAMPLE Dovetails, finger joints, mortice and tenon, miters, dowel joints 

 

2.14 
label 
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any written, printed, or graphic material affixed to, applied to, blown into, formed or moulded 
into, embossed on or appearing upon a package containing any product for branding, 
identifying, or giving any information with respect to the product or to the contents of the 
package 

 

2.15 
machine mark 
line, mark, swirl, dent, or burn that result on the surface of wood from being machined 

 

2.16 
non-timber forestry products (NTFP) 
substances, materials or commodities obtained from forests other than timber 

 

2.17 
reclaimed wood 
wood that has been recycled and reused to build new pieces 

 

2.18 
seasoning 
process of reducing initial moisture content of timber to the required moisture content 

 

2.19 
shake 
separation of the wood fibres along the grain 

 

2.20 
tear out 
chipped surface on wood that results from the grain of the wood being raised and chipped away 
by a tool 

 

3 Materials  
 
3.1 Bamboo 
 
3.1.1 Bamboo materials used in the production of craft items should be carefully selected to 
ensure appropriateness for use. Consideration should be given to: 
 

a) the maturity of the bamboo; 
 
NOTE Mature bamboo more than 3 years old is more suitable for craftwork 

 
b) the degree of ease with which the material can be worked such as machined, carved, 

sanded and or painted; 
c) the durability of the material when exposed to normal tropical and equatorial 

environmental conditions of high relative humidity and higher temperature, both indoor 
and outdoor as appropriate; 
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d) the durability of the material when exposed to other environmental conditions of lower 
levels of relative humidity and lower temperatures, both indoor and outdoor as 
appropriate; and 

e) the dryness of the bamboo. Bamboo material should be more than 45% moisture 
content. 
 
NOTE Dryness of the bamboo refers to the moisture content achieved. 

 
3.1.2 Bamboo used in the construction of craft items may be kiln, solar or air-dried. Kiln-drying 
is recommended for large commercial quantities and for achieving at least 10 % moisture 
content. 
 
3.1.3 Small quantities of bamboo may be air-dried once the correct techniques are applied to 
ensure air circulation, minimise splits, bow, spring and twist. Consideration should be given to 
the fact that air-drying of bamboo will naturally take a longer time than kiln-drying. 
 
NOTE At the end of the drying period the moisture content should be determined (see Annex A). 

 
3.1.4 The bamboo shall be free from checks and shakes, boxed heart, exposed pith, dead, black 
or loose knots, knot holes and wane. Bamboo shall also be free from signs of decay and fungal or 
insect attack. The bamboo shall be free from discolouration that detracts from the intent of the 
craftsperson. 
 
NOTE Knots may be allowed for decorative purposes but should not be used in bamboo that will be load 
bearing. 
 

3.2 Adhesives 
 
3.2.1 Glues and pastes shall be durable and non-toxic, and where possible water-based. Only 
food safe glues shall be used on craft items intended to be used as food preparation or storage 
surfaces. 
 
3.2.2 Adhesive materials shall be non-toxic. Craftspersons shall carefully select adhesives to 
ensure they are free from hazards before employing them in their work. 
 
3.2.3 Where possible, adhesives should be purchased as premixed paste or liquid formulations 
instead of powdered form. 
 
3.2.4 Adhesives shall not stop bamboo movement. If the strength of the adhesive exceeds the 
strength of the bamboo fibres then the bamboo would fail around the adhesive joint. With this 
fact in mind, the craft item manufactured or produced shall be designed and produced to 
accommodate bamboo movement. 
 
3.3 Finishes or finishing material 
 
3.3.1 Paint and other finishing materials should be non-toxic and approved by the relevant local 
authorities for use. Craftspersons should consult their local standards, foods or health authority 
for information on paint, lacquers and varnishes which have been approved as safe for use. 
 
3.3.2 Aerosol sprays produce very fine mists which can be inhaled and so their use should be 
minimised. The use of liquid formulations should be the preferred type of finish. 
 
 
3.4 Hardware 
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Hardware should be corrosion resistant and shall be suitable for the purpose for which they are 
used. They shall be properly installed where applicable. 

4 Health, safety and environmental requirements  
 
4.1 General 
 
4.1.1 The craftsperson shall be responsible for assurance that craft work and their operations 
meet all local or regional regulations for health, safety and the environment. 
 
4.1.2 All bamboo items made for contact with food, such as cutting boards, utensils and bowls, 
must have a non-toxic finish that is safe for food (see NOTES 1 and 2 below). 
 
NOTE 1 Some oil finishes (meant for furniture and general woodwork, but not items for food use) contain 
heavy-metal chemical driers which are toxic, making them unfit for food use. Other oils, like most 
vegetable oils, while non-toxic when first applied as a finish, will go rancid over time, and are therefore a 
poor choice for finishing items for food use. 

 
NOTE 2 Some finishes that are labelled non-toxic, are not actually non-toxic until they have 
reached their fully cured state (when all solvents contained in the finish are no longer present 
and the finish has fully hardened). The best choices are finishes containing ingredients that have 
been approved by local authorities. In the case of finishes (including mineral oil and bees wax 
based finishes) that will be used on surfaces for contact with food, approval should be sought 
from the local food inspection authority. 
 
4.1.3 Reclaimed bamboo shall not be used to produce craft items for food use, unless the history 
of the bamboo is clearly known. 
 
EXAMPLE Beams from an old house may have been sprayed with poison for termites or a fence post that 
may have been treated with creosote should not be used to make salad bowls or utensils. 

 
4.1.4 Painted toys and all products intended for children shall be painted with non-toxic paints. 
 
NOTE Some acrylic paints contain heavy-metal pigments like cadmium and cobalt, while some sign paints 
contain lead, and are not intended for use on products such as toys for children (see 5.1.2, NOTE 2).  

5.2 Environmental 

Products shall not be certified to this standard unless the craftsperson meets at least one of 
the following requirements: 

a) implements an environmental policy and objectives in the manufacturing operations; and 
or 

b) actively participates in environmental programmes such as planting of trees and waste 
reduction. 

4.3 Personnel 

All employees shall wear appropriate protective gear such as safety boots, gloves, goggles 
and masks to protect them from harmful materials. 

4.4 Factory or working area 

4.4.1 The facility and or work area shall be clean and have provision for the removal of dust 
and chips, well lighted and ventilated. The working area should be adequate for the type and 
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volume of work. 

4.4.2 The lacquering, painting and sanding area shall be free from dust and dirt and shall be 
well ventilated. 

4.4.3 When the workspace is located in or near a dwelling area, additional precautions 
should be taken to ensure: 

a) appropriate ventilation design and installation; and 

b) non-exposure of children, pregnant mothers or other persons to fumes, dust and toxic 
materials. 

4.5 Storage 

Materials are to be carefully and suitably stored so as to prevent evaporation, spillage and 
misuse. Where necessary, containers should be labelled and stored by date. Food containers 
shall not be used for storage. If a storage container other than original packaging must be 
used, the container shall be labelled clearly and thoroughly with all of the information from 
the original packaging. 

NOTE Use of food containers for storage shall never be used for storage as this increases the risk of 
fatal mistakes. 

4.6 Machining, chipping and carving 

The machining, chipping or carving of the wood shall be done to produce an item with 
uniform and consistent dimensions based on the design. 

5 Craft items 
 
5.1 Finished work should demonstrate technical fluency, integrity of intent and result, and a 
spirited sense of personal vision. Craftsmanship should be consistent throughout the entire 
piece. 
 
5.2 All finished items shall be uniform in quality, clean and free from defects that will detract 
from the aesthetic quality of the craft item. Items shall have a finish appropriate to the intention 
of the piece. Attention should be given to all inner and outer surface areas of the craft items, 
including the back and bottom. 
 
5.3 Painting and decoration should fit and enhance the form such that it is integral to the 
function and expression of the piece. 
 
5.4 Purchased parts shall meet applicable requirements of existing standards regarding 
corrosion resistance, strength and durability and shall be well integrated within the work. 
 
5.5 To meet the requirements for good workmanship, the following shall be acceptable: 

a) complete sanded surfaces; 
b) absence of machine or hand tool "tear out" areas (unless intentionally part of the overall 

concept of the piece, such as rustic pieces or reclaimed wood); 
c) properly applied finishes such as brush applied polyurethane, and surfaces that are 

polished or do not consist of runs or dust; and 
d) absence of glue squeeze out, machine marks, poor quality hardware and materials, or 

overall lack of care (seen or concluded) as an attribute of the craft item. 
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5.6 All wood joints should be tight, well-fitted and securely glued with suitable shrink-resistant 
glue. All surplus glue shall be removed from external surfaces. 
 
5.7 All external surfaces shall be free from sharp edges, burrs and other hazards. The craft item 
shall not pose safety hazards to users during transportation, storage or use. 
 

6 Labelling and packaging 
 
6.1 General 
 
6.1.1 All craft items conforming to this Code of Practice shall be labelled in accordance with the 
requirements of this section. 
 
6.1.2 All labels shall be prominently and conspicuously displayed. All required information shall 
be legible and unambiguous in letter size of at least 1.5 mm height. The language on the label 
shall be in the official language(s) of the country in which the craft item is sold. 
 
6.1.3 All labels shall be securely affixed to the craft item by whatever method the craftsperson 
chooses and shall remain attached to the craft item until completion of the sale to the consumer. 
 
6.2 Detail requirements 
 
6.2.1 The label on each item of craft shall include the following: 
 

a) name and address of the manufacturer or trader; 
b) type of dominant material; 
c) type of finish; and 

 
EXAMPLE Lacquer, varnish, paint 

 
d) precautionary note for general usage and care. 

 
EXAMPLE “Do not scrape, scratch or score”, “Clean with soap, protect from alcohol, direct sunlight” 

 
6.2.2 In addition, artists, craftspersons and or producers and traders of wooden craft items 

may, where possible, permanently sign or stamp their work to indicate their 
authenticity. Stamped information should include one or more of the following: 

 
a) the signature and or name of the artist or craftsperson; 
b) the name of item; 
c) the name of the company; 
d) the year of production; and 
e) the locality and country of production. 

 
6.2.3 Labelling or stamping should not be done in such a way to detract from the 

craftspersons artist’s expression and intention of the piece. The size of the label should 
be appropriate for the piece. 

 
 

7 Quality assurance 
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Craftspersons and or producers shall demonstrate compliance with this Code of Practice 
through the implementation of an appropriate level of quality assurance which includes at a 
minimum: 

a) inspection; 
b) quality control; and 
c) corrective action and or prevention techniques. 

 
NOTE This may be evidenced through training of personnel in requirements of the Code of Practice and 
any records of inspection and or tests carried out. 
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Annex A 
(informative) 

Approximate method for determining moisture content 
 
A.1 Cut a section approximately 25 mm in length across the grain from each of several of the 
wider boards. 
 
NOTE To avoid the effects of earlier end drying, the section should be cut from the centre portion of the 
boards and should be several inches from any knot or other defect. 

 
A.2 Measure the width of this board section to within 0.5 mm. 
 
A.3 Place the section near an operating radiator, hot air register, or stove for at least one day. 
 
A.4 If no checks appear on the ends and no measurable shrinkage in width occurs, the wood is 
uniformly dry to a moisture content of about 6 % to 8 %. 

 

 
 

END OF DOCUMENT
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